It has to be noted that the arsenic given in 1909-10, up to 5 minims liq. arsenicalis, helped in the cure of the psoriasis, but without producing any after-effects. For this reason Dr. Freeman formed the opinion that the present rash, although probably accentuated by the administration of the arsenic in August, would not have appeared had it not been for the uterine condition. He therefore regarded it as a case of chloasma uterinum, an anomalous case, not unlikely modified by the giving of small doses of arsenic in the early stages of pregnancy in such a very youthful patient.
THE patient was a woman, aged 29, who eighteen months ago developed symmetrical painful patches on the inner aspect of each cheek. These were subsequently followed by more or less symmetrical patches on the abdomen and lower part of the chest. The appearance of the patches was preceded by intense burning, followed later by itching. The lesions themselves were blisters, varying in size from a lentil to a bean, and tended to be grouped and surrounded in most cases by an erythematous area.
The exhibitor considered the case to be one of " dermatitis herpetiformis," but it seemed to him to resemble cases described by Kaposi as " zoster atypicus et hystericus," though no evidence of self-production was forthcoming.
Dr. PRINGLE said he believed that almost all cases described as bilateral or otherwise atypical cases of herpes were nothing more than dermatitis herpetiformis.
Case of Erythema Multiforme of Unusual Type. By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D.
THE patient was a lady, aged 34, now a few months pregnant. She had had the disease, with short intervals only of freedom, for seven to eight years. She had been sent to the exhibitor by Dr. Harold Clapham, of Peterborough, who kindly gave the following history: He had seen the case at its inception; the lesion then consisted of large blisters, which appeared especially in the spring and autumn, and occupied the joints of the arms and legs and the mucous membranes. The diagnosis of dermatitis herpetiformis was made, and the eruption invariably cleared up rapidly with arsenic. Two years ago the same kind of lesions appeared on the chest as well; these also cleared up with arsenic.
The patient had had several miscarriages in earlier married ife and had not had living children during the past eight years.
The lesions when shown were large, limpet-shaped, erythematous and, in some places, vesicating patches, chiefly about the elbow, forearmn, and neck. They were itchy, and latterly the patches had been more persistent.
In view of the earlier diagnosis, it is interesting to note that the lesions as now seen strongly resembled the plate of a rare skin eruption figured in the " St. Louis Atlas " (Plate X) as "dermatite herpetiforme en cocarde," and so described by Hallopeau. This was possibly in reality an erythema multiformne.
Case of Epitheliomatous Growth on the Foot. By E. G. GRAHAM LITTLE, M.D. THE patient, a woman, aged 70, kindly sent by Dr. Clarke, of Horley, had a growth on the outer margin of the right foot near the sole. The tumour had commenced about eighteen months ago with a small "pimple," which had steadily grown larger. When shown she had a circular erosion of the bony layer about the size of half-a-crown, the whole centre of which was filled up by a red, non-ulcerative excrescence, moderately hard, not bleeding very readily on contact, and raised i in.. above the level of the skin. No glands could be felt in the groin' or popliteal space. The duration of the swelling and the absence of glandular enlargement suggested the diagnosis of epithelioma of the rodent type. The diagnosis of epithelioma was questioned by several members at the meeting, but since then a portion of the central mass of the tumour had been examined by Dr. E. H. Kettle, late Pathologist at the Cancer Hospital, and now at St. Mary's Hospital, who reports that the tumour is definitely epitheliomatous.
